
Fourth Quarter Report Card letter      April 21, 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope you are staying well and managing to find some peace during this stressful period of social 

distancing. This uncertain time has been a challenge for all, and questions still remain unanswered about 

the fate of the rest of the school year.  Regardless, I am confident that with teachers, parents and 

administrators, working together to provide support to our students they can continue to grow and 

achieve success. 

We are reliant on updates from the Governor and state education department regarding extending the 

school closure, regents requirement changes, etc.  At this point schools are closed until May 15th and 

Regents exams have been canceled.  Therefore, students who planned on taking a June Regents exam 

are exempt from the exam if they meet the following criteria: 

-Any student who is currently enrolled in a course that ends in a Regents or Checkpoint exam will be 

exempt from the exam IF the student has a final average of 65% or higher at the end of the 

course.  Students will not be required to make up the exam at a later date. 

-Any student who does not achieve a grade of 65% or higher by the end of the school year, will have the 

opportunity to earn a passing score in the course during summer school to continue to be exempt from 

taking the exam. 

-Any student who does not pass a course at the end of June or at the end of summer school will NOT be 

exempt.  The student would then have to pass the course during the 20/21 school year AND the 

associated Regents exam to meet graduation requirements.  

AP exams are not canceled and anyone enrolled in an AP exam is still eligible to take it.  AP Exams will be 

administered electronically, will be 45 minutes in length and only cover material from the beginning of 

the school year through the middle of March.  Students can use any devices to take the exam.  Students 

who plan on taking the exams need to notify our AP exam coordinator, Mrs. Howe via email 

(dhowe@newyorkmills.org) ASAP for further direction. 

I have been meeting with teachers virtually to plan and adjust to provide instruction, support and 

ensure that grades for marking period 3 are fair yet, forgiving, due to rapid, and pressured transition to 

remote learning.  Third Marking period grades are based on scores recorded while school was in session 

up to March 13th as a base grade.  Any grades collected on assignments via BUZZ or the Google 

Classroom after that date, are being used to “help” or improve the March 13th averages.  We are taking 

this forgiving approach to grading to ensure that we have worked out all of the issues in accessing the 

Google classroom, submitting assignments, etc., and made sure that equity among students was 

balanced regarding access to internet and devices.  Many students have signed out Chrome books for 

use at home.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at mfacci@newyorkmills.org if you still need a 

chrome book for your child to complete assignments and I can arrange pickup or delivery. 

Please note that the 4th Marking period grades will be determined much differently than the 3rd as 

students and teachers will be acclimated to remote instruction.  All Google classroom, and BUZZ 

assignments in the 4th marking period will be scored and weighted according to the individual teachers’ 

adjusted grading procedures which will be added to their Google classrooms within the next few days.   
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It is imperative that students check their email and Google classrooms daily, stay in contact with their 

teachers, and stay up to date on submitting assignments to be accurately assessed for the 4th marking 

period.  Please check your children’s Google classrooms for assignment completion and/or email their 

teachers with questions and concerns.  Teachers are available to schedule individual sessions to help 

students who are struggling in addition to the whole group instruction options that are being offered 

online via ZOOM, Google Meet, etc.  The teachers and I have reached out to many students who have 

not been responsive on Google Classroom but, we need your help to keep everyone on track.  As always, 

if you have a question, email teachers directly, and if you do not receive, or are unclear about, a 

response from them contact me. 

As the school closure extends, school events are being postponed and changed.  The manner in which 

marking period grades will be distributed within the school year will also be changed, depending on the 

administration or cancellation of Final exams based on our return date.  The Board of Education will be 

reviewing recommendations on these changes and once they are approved I will share that information 

with you. 

I apologize for the length of this letter but, we had a lot of information to review.  Enjoy the upcoming 

sunny days and stay healthy!   Your children are missed, I can’t wait to see them again! 

 

Be Well, 

 

Mary Facci 

 


